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REGISTP ATION OF BIRTHS, ETC. Chap. 44. 


6, STATISTICS. 


CHAPTER 44. 





An Act respecting the Registration of Births, 
Marriages and Deaths. 


/ 


INTERPRETATION, 8s. 1. REGISTRATION’ OF MARRIAGES, 838. 
_ OFFICE AND DUTIES OF REGISTRAR- 20, 21. 
GENERAL— REGISTRATION OF DEATHS— 

Who to act as, s. 2. Who to notify, ss. 22, 23. 
Inspector, s. 3. No removal for burial before, 
Keeping returns, s. 4. s. 24, 
Annual statistical report, s. 5. Cemetery officials, s. 25. 
Regulations, s. 6. When two years have expired, 
Searches and certificate, s. 7. s. 26, 
Forms to be prepared, s. 8, PENALTIES, ss. 27-30. 

REGISTRATION DIVISIONS— INSPECTOR TO INSTITUTE PROCEED- 
Municipalities to be, s. 9. INGS, 8. 31. 

In unorganized territory, s, 10. WHO MAY TRY OFFENDERS, 8. 32. 
Division RecistRARS— WHO ENTITLED TO PENALTIES, 8s. 33. 
Municipal clerks to be and duties | EXPENSES OF PROSECUTIONS, 8. 34. 

of, ss. 11-13. FEgs, ss. 7, 35-37. 
Correction of errors, s. 14. COUNTY RECORDS OF MARRIAGES, 
RuGIstRATION OF BIRTHS, ss, 15-19. 8s, 38. 


i ae MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the 


Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts 
as follows :— 


1. The term “occupier” where used in this Act shall be con- 
strued to include the Master, Governor, Keeper, Warden or 
uperintendent of a gaol, prison, penitentiary, lunatic asylum, 
Poor asylum, hospital, industrial home, house of refuge} or 
other public or private charitable institution. 59 V.c.17,s. 1 


OFFICE AND DUTIES OF THE REGISTRAR-GENERAL. 


_*. For the purposes of this Act the Registrar-General of 


521 


** Occupier,” 
meaning of, 


Registrar- 


e Province shall be that member of the Executive Council “eneral. 


whose Department for the time being is charged with the 
administration of this Act. 59 Vit} kee. 


q 
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Inspector, %. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may appoint an 

oe F Inspector, whose duty shal] be to inspect the different Registra- 

ene SE OM ton Offices throughout the Province, and carefully examine the 
different Schedules to see that the entries and registrations 
are made and completed in a propér manner and in legible 
handwriting. The Inspector shall institute prosecutions for 
violations of this Act, whenever so instructed by the Registrar- 
General. 59 V.c. 17,8. 3. 


Keeping and = 4 The Registrar-General shall cause copies, certified by the 

arranging wi tig = a y 

returns, Division Registrar, of the original returns of the births, 
marriages and deaths in each Division, together with all the 
particulars communicated to him by the Division Registrars, to 
be arranged, indexed, bound and kept in the office of the 


Registrar-General. 59 V.c. 17,5. 4. 


Annual report . The Registrar-General shall annually collate, publish and 
Gonceistrar- distribute for the use of the Legislature, a full report of the 


G 1. 
ie births, marriages and deaths of each preceding year, giving 
such details, statistics and information as the Lieutenant-Goy- 
ernor in Council may think necessary. 59 V. ¢. 17,8. 5. 
suserenent: 6. The Lieutenant-Governor in Council may from time to 
overnor to 


make regula- time make such rules, orders and regulations as may be 
tions. required for the purpose of effectually obtaining the informa- 
tion required by this Act. 59 V. ¢. 17,5. 6. 


Searching @—(1) Any person shall be entitled at all reasonable hours 

— on payment of a fee of twenty-five cents, and on signing the 
form of application prescribed by the Registrar-General, to 
have search made of the records of births, marriages and deaths 
kept in the office of the Registrar-General. 


poeuoste ct - (2) The Registrar-General shall, when requested, issue a cer- 

egistrar- , 2 ; j ° 

General. tificate regarding the details of any birth, marriage or death, a 
record of which is in his hands on payment of seventy-five 
cents, which amount shall include the cost of any search 
relating to the same. Every such certificate shall be prima 
facie evidence in any Court in the Province of the facts stated 


therein. 60 V.c. 12,5. 1. 


Forms. 8. The Registrar-General shall cause such Schedules or 
Forms to be prepared from time to time as may be approved by 
the Lieutenant-Governor in Council in order to the procure- 
ment of correct statistical information, and he shall distribute 
the same to the several Division Registrars, and the costs and 
expenses of such Forms, and the expenses attendant upon the 
distribution thereof shall be paid out of the Consolidated 
Revenue Fund of the Province. 59 Vc. 17,8. 8. 
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REGISTRATION DIVISIONS. 


9, All territory within the limits of the Province of Ontario, Fs singe 
shall, for the purpose of this Act, be a part of some Registration “Y"°™ 
Division; every City, Town, Incorporated Village, Township 
o Union of Townships, shall be a Registration Division, and 
my territory not by this Act already included in some Regis- 
tration Division may by the Lieutenant-Governor in Council 
be attached to some existing Registration Division, or be set 
apart as a new Registration Division. 59 V.¢. 17, s. 9. 


10. Where any such Registration Division is not within any Registrars in 
organized municipality, the Lieutenant-Governor in Council moc 
may appoint a Division Registrar for the same, and may make 
such rules and regulations as may be necessary to secure a 
orrect record of the births, marriages and deaths occurring 
therein until the territory comprising the Registration Division, 
or some part thereof, either with or without other territory, 
becomes a municipality. 59 V.c. 17, s. 10. 


OFFICE AND DUTIES OF DIVISION REGISTRARS. 


I1—(1) The Clerk of every municipality, other than a pivision repis- 
county, shall be the Division Registrar of the same, trars. 


(2) Every Division Registrar shall receive the forms sent by Duties of 
the Registrar-General, and keep the same ina place of safety ; division regis. 
he shall use all available means to obtain the necessary infor- “oe 
mation as hereinafter required in this Act, and shall make entry 
thereof on said forms, and he shall on or before the 15th days 
of January and J uly in each and every year make his returns 
for the preceding half year to the Registrar-General. The 
forms received and prepared by the Division Registrar, con- 
laining the information required by this Act, shall be preserved 
y him for at least one year, and the information therein con- 
tained shall be transferred to Schedules or Forms certificd 
under his hand for transmission to the Registrar-General. 


(3) The original returns shall be entered and indexed in a book Returns to be 
ept by the Division Registrar for the purpose, the said book entered and 
lobe supplied at the cost of the municipality and to be prepared ™@°*e¢ 
according to the form prepared by the Registrar-General. 


(4) Every Division Registrar shall further be required to Monthly re- 
*Y ©a return on or before the fifth day of every month, on one turus o 
ow Post cards prepared and supplied by the Registrar-Gen- Gece 
a Prag purpose, stating whether or not any deaths have 
“ rre n the municipality from contagious disease dur ng 
ys month and if any such deaths have oceurred the 
1 2 fae Shall in such return give such particulars in 
a ct of such deaths as are required by the form upon the 

“post card, 59 V. c.17,8. LL; 60 Vie 3,8.3: ¢ LE. eZ. 
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1%. Every Division Registrar shall, immediately upon regis. 
tering any death, deliver without fee or reward, to any person 
requiring the same for the purpose of burial, a certificate 
according to the form prepared by the Registrar-General, that 
the particulars of such death have been duly registered, 59 V. 
& 17,0: 42 


13. In case any Division Registrar has reason to know or 
to believe that any birth, marriage or death has taken place 
within his Registration Division, which the person whose 
duty it was to register has neglected to register, it shall be 
the duty of the Division Registrar to make diligent enquiry 
into the facts, and if thereupon he shall have reason to know or 
suspect that such birth, marriage or death has taken place he 
shall notify the proper person of his duty to register the same, 
Upon failure of such person to make the required registration, 
the Division Registrar shall forthwith supply the Inspector of 
Vital Statistics for the Province with such information as he 
possesses in regard to the matter. 59 V. ¢. 17,s. 13. 


14. If within one year from the registration of any birth, 
marriage or death with the Division Registrar, any of the par- 
ticulars of such birth, marriage or death are found to be omitted 
or incorrect then upon the error being reported to the proper 
Division Registrar within the time aforesaid it shall be his duty 
toenquire into the same, and if satisfied that the entryis incorrect 
to correct the error according to the truth of the case, entering 
the correction in the margin, without any alteration of the 
original entry. If the Schedule containing a copy of the 
original entry of such birth, marriage or death has been 
returned to the Registrar-General the Division Registrar shall 
report the omission or other error to the Registrar-General, 
whose duty it shall be to correct the error in the margin of the 
Schedule as well as in the indexed record thereof, without 
altering the original entry. 59 V.c. 17, s. 14; 60 V.¢. 12,83. 


REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS. 


15. The father of any child born in this Province, or in case 
of his death or absence, the mother, or in case of the death or 
inability of both parents, any person standing in the place of 
the parents, or if there is no such person, then the occupier of the 
house or tenement in which to his knowledge the child was born, 
or the nurse or midwife present at the birth, shall within 
thirty days from the date of the birth, give notice thereof to the 
Division Registrar of the Division in which the child was born 
giving as far as possible the particulars required in the form 
supplied under this Act, with such additional information 4s — 
may from time to time be required by the Registrar-General. 
59 V.c. 17,8. 15; 60 V.¢c.12,s. 4 
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16, It shall be the duty of every qualified medical prac- Medical prac- 
 titioner attending at the birth of any child born within this shetiad 
Province to give notice thereof forthwith to the Division birth to regis- 
Registrar of the Division in which the child was born giving * sme. 

__ asfar as possible the particulars required in the form provided 

Jy the Registrar-General, with such additional information as 
may from time to time be required by the Registrar-General, on 
forms to be supplied through the Division Registrar. 59 V. 
Ca. 17,s. 16. 
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- 1 In registering the birth of an illegitimate child, it shall Registering 


_ not be lawful for the name of any person to be entered as the |; 0ritimate 
father unless at the joint request of the mother and of the 

person acknowledging himself to be the father; and in all 

«ses of the registration of the birth of illegitimate children 

- the Division Registrar shall write the word “Illegitimate” in 

the column get apart for the. name of the child, and immedi- 

ely under the name, ifany. 59 V.¢. 17, s. 17. 

eee 


ets. Incase any birth has not been registered within thirty Registration 
_ thys after the same has occurred, a Division Registrar may oe 
_ iil register the same within one year after the birth has of appointed 
_-teeurred; but if the neglect has continued for a longer period, "™* 

‘ the birth shall not be registered except with the written author- 
_ ityofthe Registrar-General, and the fact of such authority : 

_ laying been given shall be entered in the column set aside for 
_ tmarks in the form specially supplied for this purpose. The 
ie authority of the Registrar-General shall not, however, extend 
lo the registration of any birth if over ten years have elapsed 

_ Since such birth took place. 59 V. ¢. 17, s. 18. 
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__19. Where the birth of any child has been registered, and Altering or 
_ ‘tename, if any, by which it was registered, has been altered, sec vane 
_ writit was registered without a name when a name is given tion. 

loit, the parent or guardian of the child or other person pro- 
turing the name to be altered or given, may within ten years 
 ‘lextafter the registration of the birth, deliver to the Registrar- 
General a certificate signed by the minister or person who per- 
- formed the rite of baptism upon which the name was given or 
oo altered, or if the child igs not baptized, signed by the father, 
: mother or guardian of the child, or other person procuring the 
cy ‘athe of the child to be given or altered, and the Registrar- 
__-weneral shall upon the receipt of the certificate make the 
_ ‘Meessary alteration in the margin of the Schedule containing 
* oats entry, without making any alteration in the en try, 
_ ‘it shall also make the same changes in the Index recording 
Porth 59V.e17,.19. ~ 


25 


_— 








REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES. 


i 4" 9 » Bie a ° 
a ey clergyman, minister or other person authorized Particulars 
mares ‘ 0 CG | 


elebrate marriages, shall ' of marriages 
: ges, shal report every marriage he yes Piles SP 


ib | aes. to registrars, 
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celebrates to the Division Registrar of the Division withip 
which the marriage is celebrated, within thirty days from the 
date of the marriage, with the particulars required in the form 
supplied under this Act, and in order to better enable the 
clergyman, minister or other person to make the report as 
aforesaid, he shall be furnished by the Division Registrar of 
the Division in which he resides with blank forms containing 
the particulars required under this Act. 59 V. ¢. 17, s, 20, 


#1. Where any marriage solemnized in Ontario has not been 
registered as required by the preceding section, the Registrar 
General may cause the same to be registered at any time before 
the expiration of ten years from the solemnization thereof, but 
not afterwards. 60 V.c. 12,s. 5. | 


REGISTRATION OF DEATHS. 


*#%. The occupier of a house or tenement in which a death 
takes place, or, if the occupier be the person who has died, 
then some one of the persons residing in the house in which 
the death took place, or if the death has not taken place within 
a house, then any person present at the death or having any 
knowledge of the circumstances attending the same, or the 
coroner who attended any inquest held on such person, shall 
before the interment of the body supply to the Division Regis- 
trar of the Division in which the death took place, according 
to his or her knowledge or belief, all the particulars required 
to be registered touching such death, in the form provided 
under this Act. 59 V. c. 17, s. 21. 


23. Every duly qualified medical practitioner, who was last 
in attendance during the last illness of any person, shall forth- 
with on notice of the death of such person, send to the Medical 
Health Officer of the municipality, in all Cities, Towns and 
Villages for inspection and subsequent transmission to the 
Division Registrar, or in case there is no Medical Health Officer 
and a death occurs in a township from a non-contagious disease, 
then direct to the Division Registrar of the Division in which the 
death took place, a certificate under his signature of the cause 
of death, according to the form prepared by the Registrar- 
General, to be provided by the Division Registrar, who shall be 
furnished with such forms, and who shall supply them to the 
qualified medical practitioners resident within his Division. 
Bey. @ 17, 6. 22 60 Vie. 12s. 6. 


%4.—(1) No removal for burial of the dead body of any person 
shall take place, and no undertaker, clergyman, sexton, house- 
holder or other person shall engage in the burial of the dead 
body of any person unless a certificate of registration has been 
previously obtained to the knowledge of the person so remov- 
ing or engaging in the burial of the dead body. 
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(9) Where a death has occurred in any township, a certifi- 
mje of registration from the nearest Division Registrar shall 
“Tp safficient; provided that where death from a contagious 
“disease has occurred the return shall, prior to registration by 
the Division Registrar, be endorsed by the Medical Health 
- Oficer (if any), but such Division Registrar shall forward the 
_ qninal certificate to the Registrar of the Division in which the 
~ death occurred. 

¢ (3) Where the death has taken place out of the Province of 
Ontario, or in a municipality other than that in which 
the death is to be registered, a certificate signed by the 
Registrar or other proper officer of the municipality or place in 
hich the death took place shall be sufficient for burial, and 
the Division Registrar of the municipality in which the burial 
takes place shall, when requested, register the death, and in 
sich ease shall note the facts and shall where the death occurred 
within the province state the fact of the prior registration in 
thecolumn for remarks in the register and Schedule. 60 V. 
re 612.8. 7. 


- %.No caretaker or owner of any cemetery or burial] Duties of per- 
ound, whether public or private, nor any clergyman haying S028 ™ charge 
 ¢harge of a church to which a burial] ground is attached, shall 

- permit the interment of the dead body of any person in the 

Iutial grounds over which he has charge, unless he has 

~ reeived a certificate under the hand of the Division Registrar 

_ othe Division in which the death took place, that the par- 

 tieulars of the death have ~been duly registered. Every such 

_ caretaker, owner and clergyman shall on or before the last day 

 ofJune and of December in each year transmit to the Division 

Registrar of the Division in which the burial ground is 

situate, a list of the number of burials therein during the 

_ previous half year, giving the names of the persons whose 

_ toliesare therein buried and the dates on which the inter- 

ments took place. 59 V.c. 17,8. 24. 


a 26. After the expiration of two years next after any death, When deaths 


_ ot where the dead body of any person is found elsewhere ate fh. 


i. than in a house, unless a certificate has been given by without 
‘coroner, the death shall not be registered except with pairs db 
the written authority of the Registrar-General, and the fact of enaead 
_ Sith authority being given shall be entered in the Schedule 

pwvided for the registration of deaths, 59 V.c. 17,s. 25 ; 

0 V.c12s, 8, | 










PENALTIES AND EXPENSES. 


| OM. In case any Division Registrar neglects or refuses to Penalty for 
plate returns as required by this Act, he shall be notified by eeooece 
pestered letter of such neglect by the Registrar-General, and lect to make 
: after notification, he shall fail to make such return within Teturns. 


a month, it shall be competent for the Registrar-General to 
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refuse to issue the certificate for the payment of the fees dye 
to the Division Registrar so in default by the municipality for 
which the return is made, even though the return should be 
made at a later date, and such Division Registrar shall upon 
conviction before any Stipendiary or Police Magistrate or 
Justice of the Peace, forfeit the sum of $50 to Her Majesty, 
Such suit shall be conducted by the County Crown Attorney 
when instructed by the Registrar-General, and the costs of the 
prosecution shall be borne by the municipality whose Division 
Registrar is in default. 59 V.c. 17,8. 26. . 


Penalty for 28. Any person who knowingly or wilfully makes or 
oe causes to be made, a false statement touching any of the par- 
 ticulars required to be reported and entered under this Act, 
shall, upon conviction thereof before any Stipendiary or Police 
Magistrate or Justice of the Peace, forfeit the sum of $50; and 
any physician making a false statement as to the cause of death 
of any person shall be subject to discipline by the Ontario 
Medical Council. 59 V. ¢. 17, s. 27. 


Penaltyfornot 2%. Any person required by this Act to report births, marri- 

reporting —~_ ages, deaths or burials to the Division Registrar who refuses 
or neglects to do so within the time required, shall, on summary 
conviction. therefor, be liable for every such offence to a 
penalty not exceeding $10 and costs, but if a return required 
by this Act to be made by more than one person, is made by 
any one. of such persons, the other of such persons shall 
not be liable to any such penalty in respect of his default, and 
every such prosecution shall be commenced within two years 
after the time allowed for reporting a birth, marriage, death, 
or burial. 60 V. c. 12, s. 9, part. 


Penalty for 30. Any person guilty of any act or omission in violation 
other acts or of any of the provisions of this Act, for which no other penalty 
pina eee provided, shall be liable on summary conviction therefor toa 

penalty of not more than $20 and costs. 60 V. ¢. 12, s. 9, part. 


Inspector to $1 It shall be the duty of the Inspector of Vital Statistics 
investigate of this Province, upon being notified of any violation of this 
upon notifica- ; ‘ : 5 aE or 
tion, Act, to make investigation, and where necessary, to institute 
proceedings against any person guilty of any such offence. 


60 V.¢. 12, s 9, part. 


Enforcing 3%. Any Stipendiary or Police Magistrate or any Justice 
penalties. of the Peace having jurisdiction within the locality where 
any offence against this Act has been committed may hear 
and determine the complaint, and shall have power, in case 
the penalty and costs awarded by him are not forthwith paid 
upon conviction, to levy the same by distress and sale of the 
goods and chattels of the offender by warrant under his hand 
and seal ; and in default of payment or of sufficient distress, 
the offender may, by warrant signed and sealed as aforesaid, 
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 jpimprisoned in the common goal for a period not less than 
~ yy nor more than twenty days, at the discretion of the 
Justice, unless the penalty, costs and charges of commitment 
 gesooner paid. 59 V. c. 17,8. 29. 


es 38. The penalties mentioned in this Act shall be payable, one Penalties die- 
moiety to the informant, and one moiety to the municipality, "0" % 
Vie 17, 8. 81 (2). 

$4. All expenses incurred in prosecutions under this Act, in Expenses of 
gil cases, whether or not a conviction is obtained, shall be Proseetto™: 
 jayable out of the funds of the municipality to which a moiety 

 dthefines is payable. 59 V.c. 17, s. 31 (8). 


| 35, All fees received by the Registrar-General shall be placed Fees how 
tothe credit of the Registrar-General’s Department in the books ‘redited. 
the Treasurer of Ontario. 59 V.c. 17, s. 30. 


| 
ro FEES. 
3 
| 


’ 


_ 3$6—(1) Every municipality in the Province of Ontario shall Fees of divi- 
 payannually to the Division Registrar appointed therefor under So” registrars. 
_ this Act a fee of twenty cents for each complete registration of 
_ abirth, marriage or death returned according to the schedules 
_ provided under this Act, on the presentation of the certificate 
the Registrar-General to the Treasurer of the municipality ; 
baba city or town containing more than ten thousand inhabi- 
tants may limit the aggregate compensation allowed to the 
_ Iivision Registrar. No certificate for the payment of these fees 
‘shall be issued by the Registrar-General until he is satisfied 
_ ‘lat every return has been made as complete as under the 
_ {tumstances may be possible. 59 V. ¢. 17, s. 31 (1). 


@) Fees shall be paid at the rates set forth in this sec- Fees of regis- 
ton to every Division Registrar appointed by the Lieu- pe 
- tnant-Governor in Council for any Registration Division, and territory. 
 totineluded within any municipality, out of moneys voted 


ty the Legislature for this purpose. 59 V.c. 17,8. 32. 
County ReEcorps. 


37. The county records of marriages prepared under the Former 
Act passed by the Legislature of the late Province of Canada, Tecords of 
nthe 20th year of Her Majesty’s reign, chaptered 66, and to be trans- 
— tnder chapter 72 of the Consolidated Statutes of Upper ferred. 
i , 1859, or any other Statute of the late Province of 
alada or of this Province and now preserved in the county 
_-Meutry offices, shall on request be delivered to the Registrar- 
_ Mteral; and shall with those already so delivered be kept for 


ih tvation and reference among the records in the office of 
mM hegistrar-General. 60 V. ¢. 12, s. 10. 


34 rea 





